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BEER IN TOP GEAR

e 1
Barley farming the next big thing
BEVERAGES Carlsberg and Tiger beer manufacturers are said to be exploring
tie-ups with Pepsz S (,onzrat farmers for barley cultzvauon__

SUV| DOGRA

B arley. the key ingredient in
brewing that perfect pint of
beer, has for long been used
mainly as animal fodder. But
with the entry of several inter-
national manufacturers into the
Indian beer market, which is
growing at 15-18 per cent a year,
barley cultivation is slated to be-
come the next big opportuni-
tv. The international brands are

big on the premium beer
segment that's growing at a
heaithy 30-40 per cent and has

International beer manufacturers are mulling getting into barley cultivation since impaorting is proving expensive.
SABMiller India has a barley project with NGO Morarka Foundation called 'Sanjhi Unnati'. The objective is to help distribute

ledto anincreasein the demand  government certified seeds and to educate barley farmers about best practices to help them improve their yields
for malt barley.
Both Sougﬁsqa Breweries, the future,” says a liquor in-  of barley are used by the beer  them improve their quality and  the January-May period.

the makers of Carlsberg, and  dustry observer. industry — the conventional  yields. “We provide farmers val- According to the Ministry
Asia-Pacific Breweries, the mak- Already, the market leader  six-row barley and the two-row  ue for the right product hence  of Agriculture, the total dumestic
ers of Tiger beer are saidto  Uniled Breweries sources its  barley, which hasanideal pro-  farmers choose to work with  food grain production is esti-
be exploring tie-ups with Pep-  barley from North India. "Bar-  teincontentof 95to 11 pereent.  us,” says Sundeep Kumar, di-  mated at 219 million tonnes for
si’s contract farmers for barley  ley is bought via the auction SABMiller India sourcesits  rector {corporate affairs & com-  2007-08. Out of this, barley pro-
cultivation, Other MNCs may ~ market, UB hasacontract farm barley from Rajasthan and  munication), SABMiller In-  duction accounts for a meagre
follow suit. Clearly, the inter-  area of 10,000 acres in Pun-  Haryana, While it has acon-  dia. SABMiller’s focus onbet-  1.33 million tones.

national beer manufacturers,  jab where the in-house devel-  tract farming agreement with  ter quality barley also arises out According to Karvy Com-
which started operationsinln-  oped two-row barley (WIM 315 HAFED, in Rajasthan, it has  of its growing premium beer  trade’s ‘Barley Qutlook Report’,
dia by importing the malt, are s cultivated. We also workwith  a barley project called Sanjhi  business. With increasing de-  in India, during 2007-08, the
now mulling getting into bar-  Pepsi which, through its con-  Unnati', for whichithastiedup  mand for barley (itis the most  area brought under barley cul-
ley cultivation since importing  tract farming initiatives inthe  with an NGO, Morarka Foun-  commonly malted grain because  tivation was around (.77 mil-
i$ proving expensive. “Grow-  northern part of the country,  dation. The objective of the pro-  of its high enzyme conlent)  lion ha and production was es-
ing the barley type (minimum  supplies usthe two-row barley,”  gramume is to help distribute by the brewers, the crop prices  timated at 1.31 million tonnes.
2.2 mm grain size) suited for  said Kalyan Ganguly, president  government certified seedsand  have shot up by 20 per cent  "The total consumption estimated
brewing will govern the com- & managing director, United  toeducate existing barley farm-  to touch Rs 1,200 per quintal  tobe 1.31 million tonnes is equal
petition in the beer marketin -~ Breweries Lid (UBL). Two kinds  ers about best practices to help  from Rs 900 per gquintal during  to the production,
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