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Corporates must do more for society: Nooyi

Indra Noovi, who heads multinational giant Pepsico,
made a pitch for greater contribution from the
corporate sector to society and envirenment; Page 8
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Corporates must do more for
society, says Nooyi

= a

Special Correspondent

CHEWNAI: Chennai-born Indra
Mooyi, who heads multina-
tional giant Pepsico, made a
piteh for greater contribution
from the corporate sector to
society and enviromment.
Stating that Pepsi‘s role in the
Zero Waste Centre of Pam-
mal Municipality near Pallav-
aramm was  worthy of
emulation, Ms. Nooyi, Chair-
man and Chiefl Executive Of-
ficer of Pepsico, sald such
models of public-private-go-
vernment participation cotld
lake the country forward.
Visits compost yard

She was addressing a larpe
gathering of mediapersone at
the Zero Waste Centre in Vis-
weswapuram, where kitchen
waste from all the 21 wards of
Pammal Municipality is con-
verted inle manure Lhrough
organic composting. Pepsi

has been supporting the facil-
ity financially.,
Among other initiatives

Pepsico had launched, she
said, their agro programimes
helped them get in touch di-
rectly with the farmers in-
volved in  cultivation of
tomato and potato to refine
their farming techniques and
increase productivity.

In the pasl Lthree years, the
company had conducted
trials on direct seeding in
paddy cultivation that could

save 30 per cent of water
compared to conventional
methods,

Thrust on saving water

They had launched a com-
prehensive watershed man-
agement  progratmnme Lo
rejuvenate water bodies in
Karnataka and Uttarakhand.
As part of steps to conserve
waler, Ms. Nooyi said Pepsi
was committed to achieving
Positive Water Balance in its
facilities in the next two
years, “Our plants use just
one third of the water they
did five years ago,” she re-
marked.

Along with the Punjab Go-
vernment's Citrus Develop-
ment Programme, Pepsi had
estahlished a large collection
of “world class planting mate-
rial” for farmers as India had
the potential of being a major
global source for citrus fruits
like Florida and Brazil. This
was to ensure the availability
of citrug fruits round the year
as the market for fresh fruit
Juices was increasing. .

Abhiram Seth, Executive
Director, Exports and Exter-
nal Affairs, Pepsi, who was
present, said a few lakh sa-
plings of citrus fruits were
planted. But the project to ex-
pand it was difficult, as it was
not easy to acquire farming
Land.

Ms. Nooyi said the country
faced huge challenges ahead

Tl

GIVING SUGGESTIONS: Indra Nooyi, Chairman and

CEQ, Pepsico (centre), at the Zero Waste Centre of
the Poammeal Mumnicipality in Chennai on Saturday,
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and they could be overcome
only through the collabora-
tive partnerships involving
the corporate sector, commu-
nity, government and volun-

» - tary organisatiens,

“No one can go it alone, not
even the government, despite
their best intentions,” she re-
marked,

To a question on the pesti-
cide issue surrounding carbo-
nated drinks marketed by the
multinationals, the CEQ of
Pepsi said all products were
sale,

The levels of pesticide were

well below the stipulated
norms and even lower than
levels traced in baby food
“Pepsico’s food and beverages
are as safe as any other in the
food chain,” she said.

On the action plan for the
future, Ms, Mooyi said the pri-
ority was to sustain the
growth and retain the talent
in the company as every one
who had contributed to com-
pany's growth in the past one
year was an assel, Asin, par-
ticularly the Indian sub-con-
tinent, was an impartant
market, she added.
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