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Tar Economic Tives

Pepsi to ramp up
potato buying
from state

_Debjoy Sengupta
HARALASPLUR (HOOGHLY

EPSICO India Holdings s
leking 0 step up potato

procurcmertt for maniac-
turing chips under various brand-
names 1o about 1 lakh 1onnes per
annun over the next three years
in'Wesi Bengal. Procurementisbe-
ing ramped up in tandem with
Pepsi’s plans to hike production ca-
pacity. The present production ca-
padry 15 about 30,000 1onmnes per
vear.

The company buys the highest
vohumes of potatoes from West Be-
ngal. In 2009, PepsiCo India pro-
cured about 11,500 tonnes of po-
tate which will hit 22,000 tonnes
by 2010, “Next year, we plan 1o
buy around 37,000 tonnes of pota-
to from Bengal” said Nischint
Bhatia, executive vice president
{agro), PepslCo India. He was talk-
myg 1o newsmen at Haraldaspur in
Hoogly disurict on Tuesday.

“With production capadty be-
ingenhanced, wewillalsoincrease
procurement. The exact quantum
of potato procurement over the
subsequent vears will hinge on de-

mand," he said.

The companyisin the process of
tnvesting abour Rs 150 crore for
expanding production capaciiy.

“We have already acquired ad-
ditional land besides our existing
plantat Sankrail in Bengal, Work is
on and production s expected to
begin in the next calendar year,”
said a PepsiCo official.

Till date, the company has in-
vested about Rs 110 arore inthe fa-
cilivy in Bengal.

PepsiCo has moped in about
6,500 farmers into contract fanmm-
ing. Next year, it hopes 1o rope In
an addidonal 5,000 farmers and
take the total number 1o about
11,500. On the cultivadon acreage
front, the cola mator managed to
bringabout 1,600 acres under com-
mract farming of porata which has
increased to 2,250 actes this year.
Next year, this number will rise o
3,700 acres,

PepsiCo buys potatoes fom
stares including Uttar Pradesh, Gu-
jarat, Maharashera, Karnataka and
Bihar for its varous manufaciur-
ing fadlites in India. Tt is now in
talks with farmers in Chhattisgarh
[or procurement of potaro.
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